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By applying the technology of its Vocalist pedals, Digitech has cooked up a
neq super-brainy automatic harmony generaton Review by Marcus leadley

l ike a trade show demonstrat ion because
there's no player interaction to mediate
the feel.  l t 's just you and a bunch of
hardware generated tones, even i f  they
are musical ly correct - so you' l l  have t0
dig in and real ly learn this pedal to get the
best out of i t .  Used with an appropriate
' less is more'att i tude and some
thoughtful creativi ty, this is a powerful,

well-engineered, tuneful tool.  @
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win-stomp pedals have become big
in recent years. While the fortunes
of mult i-effects seem to have

waned in the glow of the boutique pedal

revolut ion, twin pedals that just do one
thlng exceptional ly well  and with more
parameters or memory options are a
welcome addit ion to our pedalboards.

The funky red metal l ic Harmony Man is

as sturdy as a house. The controls aren't
too complex and the connectivi ty is basic,
but this is a powerful tool because i t  can
generate musical lV-correct harmonies
based on your chord progression. You
can choose from four dif ferent types
of pitch-shif t ing and add two dif ferent
voices to accompany your playlng - a
third or f i f th above or below, an octave up
or two octaves below - and there are 24

semitones and four 'detune' variat ions to
get your head around.

There's a lot of music in this box. You
can edit,  store and recal l  four memory
presets, and a second guitar player
(or loop pedal) can plug in to provide

a rhythm guitar source while you solo.
There's also an onboard tuner, so you can
clear an extra space on your pedalboard.

rlr usE
For Manual mode, press and hold the
right footswitch and play a chord to set
your key. The I i t t le l ights of the Harmony

Key Display rotate clockwise unti l  your

input is detected, wheTeupon one l ight
turns green. l f  you don't  want to set the
key for every song, engage the MuslQ

button and the unit wi l l  automatical ly set
the harmonies in relat ion to the chord
pattern you play. The left footswitch is
for effect on/off, and the type of pitch

shift ing is set by the two rotaries on
the left .  Twiddle them unti l  you f ind

something you l ike, or plan your attack
musical ly: Triad Shift ing bases the
harmony around root, third and f i f th,

Scal ic Shift ing creates harmonies that
are always in the current key. Chromatic
Shift ing transposes by a f ixed number of

semitones, and Detune Shift ing creates
chorus and 12-str ing effects.

With near-fault less pitch recognit ion
and tracking, you can surround your
plar7ing with harmonies of huge variety

and complexity. The Mix knob is very

useful,  as too much harmony is an
easy way to achieve some extremely
saccharine sounds. l t  doesn't  al l  have to

be pretty, of course, and some very evi l
tones can be conjured up too. The Send/
Return feature for a distort ion pedal

means you can achieve chord recognit ion
against the clean signal but apply the
actual pitch shif t ing post-distort ion. l t 's
al l  very well  thought out.

VERDICT
The Allman Brothers, Thin Lizzy, the
gloriously absurd Racer X - twin guitar

harmony playing goes in and out of
fashion. A pedal l ike the Harmony lvan
lets you do al l  the work yourself,  but the
danger is that you' l l  end up sounding

HARMOTIYMAN
Description: Multi-voice
stereo harmoniser pedal.

Made in the us

RRP:1299

controlg: voice 1, voice
2, MuslQ, Memory Store,
Memory select and Harmony
On/Off foot switches

connections: clean Input,
Distortion Send/Return,
sidechain, Thru, Ground lift,
teft and Right output, 9v
power socket

Contact: sound Technology
o1462 480000
www.digitech.com
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Pltch Facaory

Adds delay effects to the l ist
of onboard options but at a
top dollar price

RnD: t712

BO33
D5-5

simpler and a lot cheaper if
you only want fixed-interval
pitch shift ing

RnD! f235

tc:tECTnoilrcS
ilova System

Hugely powerful small
footprint multi-effect unit
with good pitch shift ing
capabil it ies

RRP: t559

tl0$d lor.. excepti0nally c0ntr0llableharm0ny
guitar playing

l*si{ elre*li*re"". ifyou can'tlustify the expense
and can make do with asimple pitthshifter

68 run" os cl i tar & Bass


