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Therivals
Line 6 DL4 £229
BOSS RC-20XL Phrase
Recorder £249
Electro-Harmonix 16
Second Delay £275

The JamMan may

be the big daddy in
terms of memory but
with a couple of more
sophisticated features,
the RC-20XL isn't out of
the picture for smaller
length loops. However,
we expect its days are
numbered. Line 6's DL4
is primarily a delay with
three programmable
memories plus
mini-looper (max 28
seconds). Like Akai's
Headrush E2 (approx
£129), it allows live
looping without having
to record, playback and
then overdub as you do
with both the JamMan
and RX20XL. E-H's 16
Second Delay offers
four minutes of looping
time, MIDI out, loop
memory and the chorus-
like sweep effect

DigiTech JamMan

DigiTechincludes — for the first
time, we believe, inastomphox -
‘removable media’ in the formof a

Compact Flash card

DigiTech unleash the JamMan to upset the apple-cart in the looper pedal market I\

t's doubtful that DigiTech can be

accused of industrial espionage,

but there’s little doubt that this
latest JamMan pedal is based directly
on BOSS's Twin Pedal format and is
specifically intended to outclass the
RC-20XL Phrase Recorder (reviewed in
Guitarist 265). Outwardly it seems an
almost blatant copy, with its dual width
pedal size, main controls and central
display in the top section and two large
rubber-topped footswitches below.

So there are many similarities, but
that was always going to be the case
because BOSS has got so much right
with its own looper pedal that DigiTech
would be very arrogant indeed not to
follow that blueprint.

The major difference is one of
memory. The BOSS RC-20XL is limited
to its own ‘hard-disk’ — onece it's full
that's it and you can't offload the info.
DigiTech includes - for the first time,
we believe, in a stompbox - ‘removable
media’ in the form of a Compact Flash
(Type I} card. Digital camera
enthusiasts will be more than familiar
with these and other types of
removable memory card: your photos
are stored on the card, not the camera,
and it's the card size that dictates the
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number of shots you can take. In our
context, the supplied 128MB card
allows 24 minutes of recording; with a
2GB card you could hold over six hours
worth of loops! Not only that, but via
the USB port you can download your
loops to your computer (as .wav files)
and reformat and reuse the CF card as
many times as you want. Obviously, you
can upload the stored files from your
computer back to the JamMan when,
and if, you need. All this makes the
RC-20XLs 16 minutes of memory with
no computer connectivity seem a little
archaic, not least because of the
JamMan's slightly higher spec audio
quality. Similarly, the JamMan's 99
memory slots look very impressive
next to the RC-20XLs 11.

Aside from this admittedly huge
difference, the JammMan — with a couple
of omissions — pretty much mirrors
the RC-20XL in terms of features. We
have dual inputs for guitar (6.4mm
jack) and microphone (XLR) plus
mini-jack auxiliary input to create
loops from pre-recorded sources.
There are rotary level controls for
both mic and instrument, and levels
for loop output and the rhythm ‘click’
track. Here we get a choice of nine
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Features Fdrkk
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WE LIKED Most powerful stompbox
looper available

WE DISLIKED Additional expense of
footpedal; no reverse function

types plus off — from wood blocks to
various kick/high-hats combos — and
time signature can be set (from two to
15 beats per measure). The tap tempo
feature is a little frustrating. You can
only alter the tempo of a loop while it's
playing —~handy if you're playing with a
live drummer - from the tempo push
button, not the right-hand footswitch
which will only alter tempo pre- or
post-recording. Annoyingly, there’s
no tempo readout on the small LED
display so setting precise tempo isn't as
easy as it could be.

There are four recording modes (inst/
mic, aux input, minus centre, and full
range amp) that cover standard loop
recording as well as using the JarnMan
as a practice phrase recorder via the
centre-cancel function. And bearing in
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